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served. Back to London with the Duke of York, and
at night he was present at a "lewd play" which was
acted before the King. No wonder In the entry for
next day (undoubtedly written on that day) he
expresses the desire to be "private a little.'9
On April 3oth, 1663, he had a visit from the King
himself. This Is one of the many instances in which
the bald recital of fact In the diary is disappointing.
If only Mary Evelyn had let herself go in a letter
and said just what she thought of Charles! But we
have to be content with the following entry;
"Came His Majesty to honour my poor villa with his
presence, viewing the gardens and even every room
of the house, and was pleased to take a small re-
freshment. There were with him the Duke of
Richmond, Earl of St. Albans, Lord Lauderdale and
several persons of quality.3'
"Every room of the house" shows the King's
keenness and Interest In his friend and in Mary his
wife. Only a few months after the Restoration,
Charles had himself taken Mrs. Evelyn "to salute
the Queen and Princesses/' and afterwards "with
his own hand shown her divers curiosities." He
promised to make her Lady of the Jewels to the
future Queen. But this went no further than a
promise.
The great storm of 1662, which Evelyn regarded
as a sign of God's anger against "this ungrateful and
vicious nation and Court," carried away the parlour
chimney at Sayes Court and did other damage which
took time to repair. The young Marquis of Argyll